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his contention that Labour must have its own
Party.
He was active outside Parliament as well.
He took the lead in attacking Asquith, Liberal
Home Secretary, after miners had been fired on
and killed by troops during a strike riot at Fether-
stone in Yorkshire. Ministers were obliged to
appoint a committee of enquiry, which of course
whitewashed everybody. That soldiers should
be employed in this way filled him with horror.
Writing of a visit to a miners' strike area in Wales,
into which troops had been sent, he said he had
learned that some of them were natives of the
district, themselves colliers. " Their fathers and
brothers are on strike and they have been brought
down to shoot them. Surely there is a text here
for the clergy next Sunday.'*
With the aid of the I.L.P., rapidly growing
during its earliest years, Hardie played the
agitator throughout the industrial parts of the
country. It was wearying to travel as he did.
" A fine meeting at Dudley, but two days in the
train was a big price to pay for it." His journal-
ism suffered. " IJe who stumps the country
from Norfolk to Forfarshire on a talking expedi-
tion cannot at the same time write readable
copy." He did not know he was wearing himself
out, but, if he had known, the knowledge would
have made no difference. He was borne up
by the welcome given to his ideas, by the progress
of his efforts to organise the unemployed. He
did this with so much success that when, in